TOWN OF SHOREHAM
ZONING ORDINANCE

SECTION 1: TITLE

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the Town of Shoreham,

Vermont Zoning Ordinance,

SECTION 2: PURPOSE

The purposes of this ordinance are to promote the health, safety
and general welfare of the inhabitants of the Town of Shoreham;
to conserve the value of property, to preserve historical land-
marks and natural resources, to encourage the most appropriate
use of land, to avoid undue concentration of population, to pre-
vent overcrowding of land, to provide adequate light and air,

to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water,

sewerage, schools, parks and other public requirements.

It is intended to encourage present and future development of
the residential, agricultural and recreational advantages of the
Town. The foregoing purposes are all inpccordance with Chap. 67,

Title 24, Vermont Statutes Annotated.

SECTION 3: EXISTING USES OF LAND AND BUILDINGS NOT AFFECTED.
This ordinance shall not apply to existing buildings or struc-
tures nor to the existing use of any building, structure or land
to the extent to which it was used at the time of the adéption
of this Ordinance; but it shall apply to any alteration of a
building or structure and to a different use of a building,
structure or land after the adoption of this Ordinance provided
said alteration or use is forbidden or not permitted by this

Ordinance.



ar
SECTION 4: NON-CONFORMING USES AND CHANGES IN USE

Any lawful building, structure or use of a building, structure or
land or part thereof, existing at the time this Zoning Ordinance is
Iadopted may be continued although such building or use does not conform
to the provisions of the district in which it is located. A non-conforming
building, structure or use of land may not be altered, changed or enlarged
after the adoption of this Zoning Ordinance unless approved.ﬁby the Boa§g
of Adjustment. A non-conforming use may be changed to another non-conforming
use not substantially different in its purpose or manner of application
and no more harmful or objectionable to the neighborhood upon application
and approval by the Board of Adjustment. Buildings, the use of which are
non-conforming, which are destroyed by fire or other disaster may be
reconstructed for the same use as that for which it was employed at the
time of the adoption of this Ordinance provided such reconstruction begins
within a period of one year from the date of destruction, and provided
it shall not be more than 25 percent greater in volume or area than the
original building or structure unless approved by the Board of Adjustment.
When a non-conforming use is changed to a use permitted in the district
where it is located then it may not be changed back to a non-conforming

use without approval of the Board of Adjustment.

SECTION 5: ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICT
For the purpose of this ordinance the entire municipality of
Shoreham is hereby classified as a rural-residenti#al district, the confines

of which shall be the existing boundaries of the Town of Shoreham.

SECTION 6: PERMITTED USES
USE REGULATIONS



A. Residential
1. One family dwellings and
their accessory buildings
2. Lake Front one family
dwellings and their accessory
buildings.
B. Agricultural
1. Farms and the Customary
farm buildings and uses ap-

purtenant thereto, including

Yard
Front Setback Side/Back Min. Lot Size

150 50 25 % acre
e —_— 25 5/8 n
150 50 25 8"

the growing of field, truck and tree

crops, dairying, and the raising of

domestic farm animals.
C. Group Service
1. Church, parish house or
other religious use.
2. School, college, library,
museum or similar institution
operated by governmental unit
or private organization.

%z, Community center, hall,

lodge, club, park or recreational

200 50 75 2"
200 50 75 2"
200 50 75 2 "

area operated on a non-profit basis.

4. Cemeteries and Mausoleums
SECTION 6: PERMITTED USES (CONT.)
D. Commercial

1. Essential public utility

buildings and facilities

Discretion of the Board of Adjustment

Discretion of Board of Adjustment
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SECTION 7: USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL APPROVAL

The following uses may be permitted when approved as special exceptions
by the Board of Adjustment, provided at least one duly warned public
hearing has been held following publication of such warning for 3
successive weeks in the Addison Independent. Thepproposed use shall not
cause any hazard to health, property, or property values through fire,
traffic, unsanitary conditions, or through excessive noise, vibration,
ordor or other nuisances. The Board of Adjustment, before granting an
exception to the terms of this Ordinance, shall find that the special
regulations of this section have been met. In addition, the Board shall
approve, in all instances, the proposed architecture and landscaping as
being in harmony with the general character of the neighborhood.

Any use not referred to in this section or elsewhere in this Ordinance,
shall be permitted as a special exception only, subject to whatever frontage,
setback, side and rear yard and minimum lot size requirements as the
Board of Adjustment, at its discretion, may prescribe, and subject to
approval by the voters of the Town of Shoreham.

USE REGULATIONS

A, Residential Front Setback Sidgﬁﬁgck Min. Lot Size
1. Two family dwellings 150 50 50 1l acre
2. Apartment houses and 200 50 50 1"
multiple dwellings
3, MTrailer coaches. (Permits 100 50 25 % H
to be issued on a temporary basis
only for a period of one year,
permits renewable by the Board of
Adjustment.)

B. Agricultural
1. Any agricultural activity not Discretion of Board of Adjustment

within the scope of Section 6, Bl
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SECTION 7:

C. Group Service

1. Any group service no?b
within the scope Section ©C
D. Commercial

1. Commercial recreational
uses

2. BStores, roadside stands
and commercial shops

3, Mining, quarrying and
earth extraction industries
.4, Motels, hotels and
restaurants

5., Public garages and gas
stations

6. Nursing homes and
hospitals

7., Production of forest
products and lumbering

8. Nurseries and greenhouses
9, Commercial stables and
riding academies

10. Dog kennels and animal
hospitals

11. Plants for the processing

of milk products and apples

SECTION 8: OUTDOOR ADVERTISING

USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL APPROVAL (CONT.)

200 50 75 2 "
200 100 1Q0 5 "
150 50 50 I

Discretion of Board

Discretion of Board

200 50 75 1"

200 50

75 2 1"

Discretion of Board

Discretion of Board

Discretion of Board

Discretion of Board

Discretion of Board

For the purposes of this Ordinance, outdoor advertising shall be

classified as a commercial use and shall be permitted subject to the



SECTION &: (OUTDOOR ADVERTISING CONT.)

following regulations.

1. An outdoor sign shall not be larger than 12 square feet in area.

2. Outdoor signs shall be deemed separate commercial structures
and shall require a zoning permit before being erected, constructed
or replaced.

3, When the use is in direct relation to the use of the premises
on which it is to be located, an outdoor sign shall be considered
accessory and incidental to such primary use, and shall not be subject
to the provisions of Sub-Sections 1 and 2 of this section.

4, No sign shall be located nearer the center of the traveled
portion of highway than 35 feet or within 125 feet of another sign or
within 150 feet of any intersection of streets unless affixed to a
building and not extending above or beyond the same more than 5 feet.

5. An outdoor sign shall be illuminated only by a continuous,

non-flashing, shielded light.

SECTION 9: ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

The provisions of this minicipal Zoning Ordinance shall be carried
out under the guidance of an Administrative Officer appointed by the
selectmen of the Town of Shoreham for a term of three years.

No buildings or structures, or part thereof, shall be erected,
altered or moved without a written permit from the Administrative
Officer, issued upon application, and payment of a filing fee of
$2100, stating that plans and intended use indicate that the build-
ing is to conform in all respects with the provisions of this Or-
dinance. Upon issuance of the permit a copy shall be immediately
filed in the office of the Board of Adjustment and shall be open

to the public for inspection.
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SECTION 10: BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The selectmen of the Town of Shoreham shall appoint a Board of

Adjustment of five members with the following terms of office: first
year - two members to serve thregiggrms and three members to serve one
year terms; second year - two members to serve three year terms and one
member to serve a one year term; third year - one member to serve a
three year term; thereafter members to replace those whose terms have
expired shall be appointed for three year terms. Said members may be
removed for cause by the selectmen upon written charges after public

hearing and vacancies for unexpired terms shall be filled by the

Selectmen of the Town of Shoreham.

SECTION 11: POWERS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

A. To make findings of violations under this Ordinance.

B. To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged that there is error
in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an
administrative official in the enforcement of this Ordinance or of any
Ordinance adopted pursuant to it.

C. To hear and decide special exceptions to the terms of this
Ordinance upon which said board is required to pass under this Ordinance.
D. To authorize upon appeal in specific cases such variance from the
terms of this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest

where, owing to special conditions, a literal enforcement of this
Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship, and so that the spirit

of this Ordinance shall be observed and substantial Jjustice done.

SECTION 12: APPEALS

Appeals from any decision of the administrative officer may be taken
pusuant to the provisions of 24 V.S.A. No. 3017 by any person aggrieved
thereby or by any officer, department, board or bureau of the Town of

Shoreham; and appeals from any decision of the Board of Adjustment or



SECTION 12: APPEALS (CONT.)

from the decision of the Selectmen in regard to this Ordinance may be taken
pursuant to the provisions of 24 V. S. A. No. 3022, by any person

aggrieved thereby or by a taxpayer or an officer, department, board or
bureau of the Town of Shoreham. All such appeals shall be accompanied by

a filing fee of five dollars ($5.00)

SECTION 1%: AMENDMENT

The regulations, prohibitions, restrictions and districts established
by this Ordinance may be amended only by the vote of the voters of the
Town of Shoreham at a Town Meeting duly warned and after a public hearing
in relation thereto is first held. The time and place of the said hearing
shall be published at least 15 days prior to said hearing. Said Town

Meeting shall be at least 5 days after said public hearing.

SECTION 14: VALIDITY

Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be decided by a
Court to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect
the validity of the Ordifiance as a whole or any part thereof other than

that part so decided as unconstitutional or invalid.

SECTION 15: DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this Ordinance certain words and terms used therein
are defined as follows. If a word or term is not herein defined it shall
have its customary meaning.

Accessory Building: A subordinate building, the use of which is

customarily incidental to that of the main building on the same lot.
ADVERTISING SIGNS: A structure which advertises or which is uged as an
outdoor display for the advertising of a property, establishment,

enterprise or other matter. The term does not include civic, charitable,
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SECTION 15: DEFINITIONS (CONT.)

or religious signs or emblems.
ANIMAL HOSPITAL: Any establishment where, for compensation, animals not
the property of the owner of the premises are treated for animal diseases.
APARTMENT HOUSES AND MULTIPLE DWELLINGS: A building arranged or designed
to be occupied by three or more families living independently of each
other and having complete facilities for each family.
BACK YARD: A yard extending across the full width of the lot and lying
between the rear line of the lot and the nearest line of the buildings.
BUILDING OR STRUCTURE: Anything constructed or erected, the use of
which requires location on the ground or attachment to something having
location on the ground.
COMMERCIAL STABLES AND RIDING ACADEMIES: Any establishment where horses
are kept for riding, driving or stabling for compensation.
CUSTOMARY FARM BUILDINGS: Farm houses, including farm tenant houses and
quarters for seasonal labor, barns for animals, crops and storage of
farm supplies and machinery, including maple sugar houses, The term does
not include slaughter houses for animals or poultry not raised on the
premises where lacated, or rendering and fertilizing plants.
DOG KENNELS: The keeping of more than three dogs that are more than six
months old for the purpose of raising dogs for sale.
FAMILY: One or more persons occupying a dwelling unit and living as a
single, non-profit housekeeping unit.
@RONTAGE: The distance between the side lines of the lot measured
along its line adjacent and paralle® to the public street.X)
FRONT YARD: A yard extending across the full length of the lq%% and
lying between the front line of the lot and the nearest line of the
buildings.
GAS STATION: Any area of land including the structures thereon, that

is used for the sale of gasoline or other motor vehicle fuel or oil
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SECTION 15: DEFINITIONS (CONT.)
and other lubricating substances, including any sale of motor
vehicle accessories, and which may or may not include facilities
for lubricating, washing or otherwise servicing motor vehicles. The
term shall not include Jjunk yards as defined by the Vermont Statutes
Annotated.

HOSPITAL: A building or building for the diagnosis, treatment and care
of human ailments, but this term shall not be construed to include
correctional institutions.

INCIDENTAL AND ACCESSORY USES: Any use customarily conducted entirely
within a dwelling and carried on by the inhabitants thereof, which
use is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling
for dwelling purposes and does not change the character thereof.
The conducting of a clinie, hospital, nursing home, barber shop,
beauty parlor, tea room, tourist home, animal hospital, repair
shop, electrical shop, plumbing shop, carpenter shop or
professional office used by a person other than a person living in
the dwelling shall not be deemed to be an incidental and accessory

use.

LOT: Land occupied or to be occupied by a building and its accessory

buildings, together with such open spaces as are required under the
provisions of this Ordinance.
MOTEL: A building or group of buildings intended primarily to provide

sleeping accommodations for transients, having a private outside

entrance for each room or suite of rooms and for each of which rooms

or suites of rooms an automobile parking space is provided on the
premises.

NON-CONFORMING USE: A use of land, building or structure which is
not a use permitted by the provisions of this Ordinance for the

district in which such land, building or structure is situated.
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SECTION 15: DEFINITIONS (CONT.)

NURSING HOME: A building where for compensation more than one person
is taken in for care, treatment or nursing. The term shall not be
construed to include correctional institutions.

ONE FAMILY DWELLING HOUSE: A building providing complete housekeeping
facilities for one family only but shall not exclude the renting of
rooms and providing board to others by the family resident on the
premises.

PUBLIC GARAGE: A building or part thereof, other than a private
garage, used for the storage, care or repair of motor vehicles for
compensation, including any sale of motor vehicles and their
accessories, or where such vehicles or accessories are kept for hire.
The term shall not include Junk Yarks as defined by Vermont Statutes
Annotated.

RECREATIONAL USES: All recreational uses except race tracks of any
nature including so-called 'Go-Cart' race tracks.

RESTAURANT: A building inside of which meals are served for compen-
sation exclusively on tables or counters provided for that purpose.
ROADSIDE STANDS: This term shall have its ordinary meaning but shall
not include temporary stands set up for the sale of farm products
raised on the premises where the said stand i1s located.

SELECTMEN: The Selectmen of the Town of Shoreham.

SIDE YARD: A yard between the side line of the lot and the nearest
line of the building and extending from the front yard to the back
yard or in the absence of either of such yards, to the front or back
line as may be.

TOWN MEETING: An annual or special town meeting of the Town of

Shoreham.



TWO FAMILY DWELLING HOUSE: A detached building containing complete

separate living facilities for two families.

TRAILER COACH: Any portable or mobile structure used or designed

for living purposes, and in which people live while it is located on

a lot in the Town, whether on wheels, cement blocks and whether or not

it is attached to the land or is equipped with sanitary facilities,

bath, toilet and running water.

WIDTH: As used in regard to a lot the word width shall mean the distance

from one side line of said lot to the other side line of said lot.
SECTION 16: VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

It shall be unlawful to use or occupy any premises or to move, alter

or construct any building or structure in violation of the terms

of this Ordinance. Any persons, firm or corporation who vidlates any

of the provisions hereof or who disobeys, omits, neglects or refuses

to comply with the provisions hereof or any order of the Zoning

Administrative Officer or Board of AdJjustment pursuant hereto or who

resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Ordinance

(shall be enjoined therefrom by appropriate legal action and/or shal%)

be fined ten dollars ($10.00) for each offense. A separaté offense

shall be committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs

or continues.

Shoreham, Vermont, Town Clerk's Office, March 6, A.D., 1968, at nine
o'clock A.M., Received the foregoing Zoning Ordinance of which the

foregoing is a true copy.

Attest: s'go" ;gg\,g,,m &gg Town Clerk



